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tour of inspection of the whole of Germany and the subjects
mentioned at Danzig were brought up everywhere else. *

It was the late autumn of 1933, and the discussion was
concerned at the outset with the serious situation of Geimany
and Nazism at that time. Himmler declared that the party
must arm itself against an attempt at a military putsch and
a counter-revolution under von Papen. Tt must also be
prepared against any rising of the Storm Troopers, who
wanted to see their second. Socialist revolution and were
dissatisfied with Hitler's policy. The possibility must also
be reckoned v/ith of attempts at a general strike on the part
of the industrial population. Other Powers., particularly
France,, Poland, and Czechoslovakia, were trying to upset
the internal order in Germany through subversive activities.
They found dangerous auxiliaries among the numbers of
politically discontented persons in the country. There were
also dangers of Communist action. At any moment a pre-
ventive war might be launched against Germany. But the
worst peril of all was the threatened decay of the party*
When power had been attained it was discovered that there
was not only no unity in regard to future policy but no
united group of leaders. The party included a sort of sample
collection of all political outlooks in Germany, from crass
reactionaries to doctrinaire pacifists and the extremest
Left-wing Socialists.

The splitting up of the party, continued Himmler, into
various camps, involving the collapse of the whole German
revolution, was almost inevitable if stern measures were
not adopted. Thus an impressive terroristic act was indis-
pensable. Every branch of the opposition must be intimi-
dated and kept in permanent fear. Many other measures,
however., were also needed, and it was these that he had
come to discuss. All these questions must be considered
in the light of the possibility that war might break out at
any time. Consequently they were of the utmost urgency*
At any moment Adolf Hitler might be the victim of an
assassin. He, Himmler, was earnestly occupied at all times
with the protection of the Ftihrer from assassins and con-
spirators, but he could not guarantee effective protection-
It was necessary to create an atmosphere of terror, and not